


INFLUENZA SUMMIT
P A N D E M I C

ne of the most important health issues facing our
nation and the world today is the threat of a

global, or pandemic disease outbreak.  In the past
century, we have experienced influenza pandemics three
times: most recently in 1968 and 1957, as well as the
infamous “Great Influenza” of 1918, which killed 40 to
50 million people worldwide.  Scientists’ predictions of
an emergent viral strain with pandemic potential may be
realized with the re-appearance of avian H5N1 virus in
2003.  We must do everything in our power today to
prevent and mitigate the effects of another catastrophic
outbreak tomorrow.

In November 2005, the nation’s strategy for pandemic
influenza preparedness was outlined and shared with the
states.  This strategic plan requires international
involvement and cooperation.  On the domestic front,
coordination among federal, state and local governments
is particularly critical to mitigate the effects of an
outbreak.  U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services Secretary Michael O. Leavitt was charged with
bringing together state and local public health officials
from across the nation to discuss their preparations for a
pandemic and to help them improve pandemic planning
at the community level.  In response to that call,
Secretary Leavitt and other top officials are visiting each
state, territory, and Washington, D.C. to engage in a
dialog with state and local leaders at a summit on
preparedness. 

O

MARYLAND PREPARES!
P A N D E M I C  F L U  P R O G R A M

8:30 a.m. Registration and Refreshments

PREPARING A STATE AND NATION

10:00 a.m. Welcome 
S. Anthony McCann, Secretary
Maryland Department of Health & 
Mental Hygiene

A State Prepares
Governor Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr.

A Nation Prepares
Michael O. Leavitt, Secretary
U.S. Department of Health & 
Human Services

Conversation with Audience
Governor Ehrlich & Secretary Leavitt

Signing of Planning Agreement
Governor Ehrlich & Secretary Leavitt

CONNECTING “WHAT WE KNOW” 
WITH “HOW TO PREPARE”

Moderator:  Michelle A. Gourdine, MD., Deputy 
Secretary, Maryland Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene

National Pandemic Flu
Preparedness Planning 
Richard H. Carmona, MD., MPH, FACS
U.S. Surgeon General

National Emergency 
Thomas J. Lockwood, Director
Office of National Capital Region 
Coordination, U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security
Dialogue with Audience
U.S. Surgeon General Carmona and 
ONCRC Director Lockwood

11:45 a.m. Lunch

BRINGING THE ISSUE HOME

12:45 p.m. Maryland Pandemic 
Preparedness Planning
Jean Taylor, DrPH, Epidemiologist
Maryland Department of Health & 
Mental Hygiene

Emergency Response Case Study
Lewis R. Riley, Secretary
Maryland Department of Agriculture

Agriculture Community
Guy Hohenhaus, DVM, State 
Veterinarian, Maryland Department of 
Agriculture

Health and Medical Community 
Richard L. Alcorta, MD., State EMS 
Medical Director, Maryland Institute 
for Emergency Medical Services Systems

Business Community
Aris Melissaratos, Secretary
Maryland Department of Business & 
Economic Development

School Community
Richard J. Steinke, Deputy State 
Superintendent, Maryland State 
Department of Education

Next Steps and Adjournment 
Michelle A. Gourdine, MD.

Join Maryland and federal
officials at this important 

summit – every voice is welcome. Agenda subject to change.

Information on Maryland’s Pandemic Influenza Summit program 
can be viewed on flu.Maryland.gov


